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The long-awaited Final Draft International Standard
(FDIS) edition of the ISO 14001 standard was finally
issued on 28 Apr 2004. This edition is circulated to
the member bodies for voting between 12 Aug and 12
Oct 2004. If at least 75% of the member bodies cast
a favorable vote, the edition will be adopted as an
International Standard. The new ISO 14001:2004
standard will hence be expected to be released before
the year end. Two key features of the new standard
is its greater alignment with 1ISO 9001:2000 and its

minimal addition of new requirements.

IMajor Changes in FDIS Edition]|

Most of these changes are either clarification of the
ISO 14001:1996 text or to emphasize the standard’s
original intention. To avoid confusion, clause
numbers written in italics are the clause numbers used

in the ISO 14001:1996 text.

(1) There are two obvious visual changes: (i) the
combination of the 4.3.3 (Objectives and targets) and
4.3.4 (Environmental management programs) into one
clause 4.3.3 (Objectives, targets and programs) and (ii)
the separation of 4.5.7 (Monitoring and measurement)
into 4.5.1 (Monitoring and measurement) and 4.5.2
(Evaluation of compliance). There are two
sub-clauses in 4.5.2. As a result, the total number of
major clauses remains unchanged at 17 — 18 if

sub-clauses are included.
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(2) The word “employees” used in some clauses [e.g.
4.2 (Environmental policy),

4.4.2 (Training, awareness and competence)] has
been changed to “any person(s) working for or on
behalf of the organization” to emphasizes the
importance of environmental impacts generated by
suppliers and contractors.

(3) The famous “establish and maintain” phrase used
throughout the 1996 text now changes to “establish,
implement and maintain” to emphasize the fact that
procedures have to be effectively implemented to
satisfy the standard requirements.

(4) Clauses that are overlapping with that in ISO
9001:2000 (e.g. 4.4.5 (Document Control), 4.5.4
(Environmental management system audit)) have
been rewritten. The new texts are almost identical to

that of ISO 9001:2000. The order of the paragraphs

within a clause is also rearranged in some clauses [e.g.

4.4.2 (Training, awareness and competence)] to align
with their counterparts in ISO 9001:2000.

(5) The number of terms listed in Section 3, Terms and
Definitions increases from 13 to 20.

(6) The number of “documented procedures” reduces
from 3 (4.4.6a, two in 4.5.1) to only 1 (4.4.6a).

In addition to the above major changes, there are
many more subtle changes throughout the new
standard. Upon the release of International Standard,
SGS Hong Kong will launch a series of awareness and
advanced courses to prepare existing and future EMS

users to accommodate the transition.
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The information contained in this newsletter is accurate to the best of SGS Hong Kong’s knowledge or obtained from sources believed by SGS Hong Kong to be
accurate. It is furnished without warranty; representation, inducement or license of any kind and SGS Hong Kong does not assume any legal responsibility for

use or reliance upon it.
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